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The Leshian
Herstory Archives

All are accessible to visitors.

Archives of the Archives

And, last but not least, we have the papers of the Lesbian Herstory Archives. These files include all of our
correspondence, articles written about

Statement of Purpose: The Lesbian Herstory Archives exists to gather and preserve records of Lesbian lives and
activities so that future generations will have ready access to materials relevant to their lives. The process of
gathering this material will uncover and collect our herstory denied to us previously by patriarchal historians in the
interests of the culture which they serve. We will be able to analyze and reevaluate the Lesbian experience; we also

hope the existence of the Archives will encourage Lesbians to record their experiences in order to formulate our living
herstory.

We will collect and preserve any materials that are relevant to the lives and experiences of Lesbians: books, o
magazine, journals, news clippings (from establishment, Feminist or lesbian media), bibliographies, photos, historical

information, tapes, films, diaries, oral histories, poetry and prose, biographies, autobiographies, notices of events,
posters, graphics and other memorabilia.

Principles: Many of the Archives’ principles are a radical departure from conventional archivgi
practices. They are inclusive and non-institutional and reveal the Archives' commitment to living

history, to housing the past along with the present. Among the basic principles guiding the
Archives are:

All Lesbian women must have access to the Archives; no academic, political, or sexual

credentials will be required for use of the collection; race and class must be no barrier for
use or inclusion.

The Archives shall be housed within the community, not on an academic campus that is
by definition closed to many women.

« The Archives shall be involved in the political struggles of all Lesbians.

Archival skills shall be taught, one generation of Lesbians to another, breaking the
elitism of traditional archives.

» The community should share in the work of the Archives.

» Funding shall be sought from within the communities the Archives serves, rather than
from -outside sources.

» The community should share in the work of the Archives.

The Archives will always have a caretaker living in it so that it will always be someone's
home rather than an institution.

« The Archives will never be sold nor will its contents be divided.
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The Collection

. Black Leshian Rerstory in the Lollgction
. Timgling

...1969 and before = 1980 and beyond...
What Next?

Donor Forms

. uh oh, Paper Work!
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The Players
The Archives § C1LAGS & Thank ynusss.
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board games like Lesbian Trivia ’s

and date books
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Edmonia Lewis (sculptor) 1843-1909 ~\\=6'q°/" ~ .
Angelina Weld Grimke (educator,poet) 1880-1958 N . " =
Bessie Smith (singer) 1894-1937 \p\‘{)q__ pr i
Gladvys Bentley (performer) 1920s - A
"Moms Mabley" Loretta Mary Aiken (performer)1894-1975 61, 7,
Mabel Hampton (singer, domestic worker, activist) 1902-1985 % ‘3;
Lillian Foster (garment worker) 1904-1979 LS
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Joyce Hun
Irare 3ab
Ann Allen
Michelle
Red Archa
Pat Sunci

Gloria Hull (writer,historian)
June Jordan (poet, organizer)
Terri Jewell
Julie Blackwemen (writer)
E. Sharon
Jemima Wr

Josephine Baker 1906-1975
Lorraine Hansberry (playwright) 1930-19653
innie Lee Grant,aka Jim Grant (passiag woman)
Hazel Crawford, d. (poet)

Cheryl Clarke (poet) ’

Audre Lorde (poet)

Deirdre McCalla (musician)

Pamela Robinson (student)

Jewelle Gomez (poet)

Wilmette Brown (poet,organizer)
Barbaras Smith (writer)

Gwendolyn Rodgers (organizer)
Linda Brown (poet)

Cara Vaugn (graphic designer)
Robin Christian {poet)

Jaye Austip-Williams (writer)
Dorothy Randall Gray (poet,performer)
faren Hamilton (performer)

Linda Tillery {musician)

E. Kitchchilds (psychologist)
Cheryl Boyce-Taylor (writer)
Edwina Tyler (drummer)

Jasmine (artist)

Hilary Kay (musician)

Gwen Avery (musician)

Lynette Johnson (poet)

Jacquie Bishop (poet, praducer)
Avofemie Stowe {writer)

Anita Cerawall (writer)

Lorraine Currelley (performer)
Combahee River Collective

Andrea Canaan (writer)'

Michelle Parkerson (film maker)
Gwendolyn Hardwick (performer)
Luvenia Pinson (organizer)
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Mary Watlkins (musician) A %q,"ﬁ. ‘o%ﬂ.‘, %, %;,4;‘45%'% 3 LB ) o
Live Oak Woman (witeh) <, 2 %}r‘a‘;&i 4}:’& Qq”ﬁ:”ﬁ’#'?‘% S Lrare Labiso )
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teau (writer)
rcle (writer)
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{poer)

. Gemillion (poet)
iters Collective (1977}

Margaret Sloan (organizer)
Georgia Brooks (crganizer)
Arisa Reed (dancer) 1957-1986
Linda Hopkins

Linda McKinney {artist)
Alexis De Veaux {writer)
Flying Cloud (writer)

Renee McCoy (minister)

Joan Gibbs (writer,lawyer)
Betty Powell (organizer)

Stephanie Byrd (poet}) la o
Marilyn Isabell (ex-prisouer.organizer) Ck o o ’:
Lea Hopkins {(writer,poet) #q - ﬁ%e, R
Becky Birtha (writer) ari_‘}.ab o ¢
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Fuck Harvard! Hf

Fuck Yale!
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Get the Panthers
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“THE WOMAN
WHO LIVED
AS A MAN

FOR 15 YEARS

Courtroom striptease hares
true sex of Mississippi male

NTO THE SMALL, bare office of the mayor

of Koseiusko, Mississippi, a policeman
walked with a husky prisoner. The mayuor,
who also acts as city judge in the town of
10,000, asked in a matter-of-fact routine in-
quiry what the charges were. He was in-
formed the Negro had been driving with im-
proper lights and a pint of whiskey had been
found in the car. Then the policeman told
Mayor T. V. Rone something that made him
sit up suddenly in his straight-back chair:

“When I tried to search him, he protested
and told me: “Take it easy, I'm a woman.’”

The mayor promptly took up the interroga-
tion of the prisoner, who claimed he was not
James McHarris as listed on his license but
really a woman named Annie Lee Grant.

The mayer slowly chose his words and told
the prisoner: “Annie Les, if you want to prove
to me you're a woman you can do it. But you
don’t have to unless you want to.”

While bug-eyed police and the mayor
waited in tense silence, the prisoner walked
to a closet, discarded shirt, pants and male
underwear, The police crowded in closer,
strained their necks and jockeyed for position.
When Jim walked out almest completely nude,
what they saw made their mouths POp open:
the man Jim MecHarris long known in town as
a hard-working laberer as well as a “mighty
tough man with the ladies” was no man at
all, buta fu lly-developed, big-breasted woman.

One of the strangest courtroom scenes in
American legal history was quickly culmi-
nated when Mayor Rone hurriedly fined the
defendant $100 or 30 days in jail. The word
of the sensational unmasking of Jim MeHarris
quickly got around Kosciuska and jarred the
quiet small town,

Especially upset were several women who
had been girl friends of Jim McHarris, now
revealed to be Annie Lee Grant. One woman
admitted regularly receiving money from Jim,
when “she” was working as 2 man on a
Memphis barge line. Jim called the woman
“his wife.” Before "his” exposure, Jim had
been engaged to marry a high school girl.

To get the incredible story of the gir] that
was Annie Lee Grant and the woman called
Jim, EBONY went to Kosciusko, Miss., inter-
viewed scores of persons and heard Jim's de-
fant declaration that she intends to remain a
“man” in what she believes is a man's world.
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Lee Grant, allas fim McHarrls, lights cigarette in typical masculine gesture on front porch of house where st
lived as a man in Kosciusko. Says she: "I've posed as a man, of and on, most of my life.”

Continued on Next Page

Baker, Dorothy. Young Man with a Homn. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1938. .
Cllo
Yhile not exolicit, the relationship between Josephine Jordan, rising voung

Black singer from Harlem and weal thy, uoper class Amy North is of interess.
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An interracizl novel set in the orohibition and Jazz era of the 1520s.
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"THEY SAID IT COULDN'T. BE DONE - - WE DID IT!! S
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Black women and white women can and
must work together for their liber-
\Q}: ation. A women's liberation :ove-
: P‘? - ment that does not libe?atc the
S m;ﬂéﬁ‘iﬁﬁen Cansc Mﬂ’[.’ Tepdonei most oppressed element is not worthy
< > Particularyy opy, Srted In et LIeies Jn Chilg of the name. _ ‘
't‘r-’ N Stuck with ;0‘& N drive gjp to EhODdA Paronts P Historically, black women in America
3 oy Ev\ Ster to pjay . fted daygp, he brink Labnopmanets have been the chief victims of the
/9 ,@9' - “ fyerythj S5 uer' they force ¢, maljt, jdea that to be black is to be ugly
7 3 tl’fon e Ind 5 Ioj:,uun" and evil. In a culture whose female
b‘u £ \‘.B CE’\ % as::ﬁ &3, parenho fer is supposed to embody beautiful and
ol :9 9] Will bee ¢ Sultors, th:,:: 1 spiritual values, the black women has
2 Q'r ‘2\ frustray JEaIOus, been represented as coarse in looks
/9/ - 4 092 Ces has n pr:!I llving 2 and animal-like in her sensuality.
D ;O\yo‘: pN vided an an. The black civil rig)_\ts movement of
M \;' \‘} Jhix type of je sixties, with its growing militancy
= v ::hn reflecteg 1?,10“” ls and heightened sense of Eroup power
Q(jp 5 < L QL’ t”?:ords' etrojt p?g“ has generated a rejection of the self-
< * 3 encefa” 2y, 21, Wz{s sca‘ loathing projected onto hla:.:k people
oL W '\J-. e fn to 10-29 Years !:r An ‘America. Black is beautiful.
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been lovers. pprs. Chrkk:i

woman. Despised by seclety, they travel an uncharted
mad which often lends to a jall cell

Very often thie masquerade is only uncovered by an

accldent or a necessary visit to a doctor. After an auto-
mobile accident, Clncinnatl doctors discovered that
“Charlle Harrls”—who had posed as a man for 45 years
—was a woman. Harris’ true sex was revealed to a wom-

¢ an who knew her as her stepfather, Mrs. Ida Belle Redd
uald Harris (who died recently In Cincinnati at the age
of 107) married her mother in 1802,

At the other end of the spectrum are part-time men:
women who for various reasons reject feminine roles and,
¥hile retaining female trappings, compete with men for
lobs—and other women. These "sometime women” feel

, tontempt for girlish pursuits. Some are athletic women;

i others intellectual or executive types. 3

E One of these is a famous Harlem woman executlve, at-
tractive and youngish, who rejected femininity for a
manlike existence. She attends stag partles, takes an
utive part in jokes aimed at “silly, gullible” women. Her
constant companion Is an attractive secretary who shares
her lavish, one-bedroom apartment, *

: Problems posed by man-like women are so deep that

¢ e public has hardly be- -

For 30 years, a hefty Mississippl woman lived as a man. | ; ’ :
sternly bossing a 10-acre farm and caring for an attrac _
tive, cream-colored “wife” and her daughter by a prer:
ous marriage, When the “man” dled two years ago. 'In
amazed undertaker discovered that Pete Bell was reaily
a woman.

At the wife's request, the masquerade was hushed J‘ncb-:
the burial certificate listed no sex. The widow expla s
that her husband was an unwanted chlld who nd‘"‘v;,,,
mannish poses and attitudes in order to pleasc 8 ln' iba
who wanted a male heir. Incredulous citizens L e Ycale and male hormones.
small tové; pooh-p%ohﬁ the report, clalming. . hﬁ'-her cases may prove
Just couldn’t have fooled me. e “rr difficult, although ex-

The decepticn which characterized Pete ﬂﬂ"l:;'. P i psychlatric gtk;e,g_
mirrors the problems of hundreds of wome —as * may cure those whose
trapped In the half-shadow, no-man's land of Lbe

= e

fun to understand them.
Doctors and psychiatrists
e co-ordinating their
York in the light of new
?15cho-sexual findings.
! Iz research indicates
“atl operations and psy-
Alatric treatment can free
®any women of maleness
Swed by an Imbalance of
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Leatrice Calloway killed her
female sweetheart.




T

5

o
L2 R

——
Srhed;

:Maya Angeloun writes about growin

F

g up in Arkansas, her life as a Black woman in

L usions and fears about

white world. In chapter 35,Maya reveals girlhood conf s il

':eing lesbian, later proving her ‘normality by engaging in heiterosex and Begm
ing pregnant. Illustrates lesbian myths and attitudes among Blacks.
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41 ‘Bridegroom’ Peachea hugs mee bride

after cercinony.
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Two Females ‘Married’ In

. Chieago—To Each Other
Twa women, Edna Knowdes and
Peachea Stevens, wore wed in Liz'a
Mark Ill Lounge, a gay har on
Chicago's South Side, before a
hoat of friends amd well-wishers,
Liz Skinner, proprictor of the
lounge, said Edna, “bride” and

Yisit Black Collegzes To “Hap®
Faur predominantly Black eol-

lewes and universilies will be in-
cluded in a UL S, Justive Dept, toee
of 51 college compuses. Justice

Dept. oflivials, including U, 8. Atty.
Gen. John N. Mitehell, hope to im-
prove  communications  belwern
stuwdents nmd Federal law enforee-
ment officials by Lhe series of col-
e campus meetinga. During Oc-
tober and November Justien Dept,
officials will lour eampuses in 32
states and the Distriet of Colum-
bin, including Black eollegrs Toxas
Southern, Hownrd, Atlanta {(Ca.)
universities and Morgan State Col-

lege,
Mitchell, in a letter to enllege
heads, said, “. . . The Justice

Dept’s areaa of responsibility—
such as law enforcement, eivil
vights amd envirnnmental o
—are also subijects of deep interest
to many younger Americans, For

~op ' 1
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Howarid Hires Senior As Element;
Writer-lo-llesidenes "Ih::f‘ “rt
A [asteris- Eliwcd
ing  novelist- Sinber
playwreight,  Booedien

Glay  Gumd, 8 ppmplyen

Howeard  Uni- wyy,
versily senivr,  gn,0p ng
was hired a8 ajies
3 wriler-in-resi- Inve t
A dence aml ine hatce her,

Clay flns struwctor  nf

e 4 5 I
playwriling at his sehoel in Washe N

imgton, 1, (5 o, 24, is author
of Bill Fickett, Blnrk Rulltluger,
a novel for young readers sonn
to be released to school systems
nerosd the nation, published Ly

Mlaant
i

key™ i,
Hill and Wang and distribited by ap o
Random House. Last February, Hunva ape

the Howard University Cultural ; i
" Committee produced and fnaneed  Genvuin
the major production of the Goss  Merue;
ereation, Homecnoking. Fonr of The tw
his plays were produeed ut Cor- anginljons

;. doza High School in the Commu- duking 1)

nity Theatre Workshop in Wash-

wirrse elim

that reason we are planning a s ington, D. C. Goss served as Liwijes Loy
- - T H 3 * o Fi, L d. l G i i . !

f:;‘iv::s‘mmm.bu:‘n;:vi:ll‘rd d‘:‘[ ries of ¥isits o representalive ; J,ﬁ :I:al;f ;r::]:?:; d:n;:};x:ﬂ; ﬁ:lt‘v ,I"’

cided they \\-uuh; in faet w:»:lr.mll campuses in which ton afficials of play last summer on a local sta- TI _hrI:Fy.

holid their rv:vm}m}' At the Marl  the department ean meet inrnrm; . tion, WEOP-TV. The young scribe ln;:‘s ‘;';{I

;[I;J_I‘hrhr:‘fu_' Mrs, Stﬂ'nn;; ;nlc[ Jgrr  Ally wilh interested students ., | is married and has one daughter. represent

er mother-in-kiw was, at fiest, re- ! . Lanta Lem

luetant to sanction the marrviage Mixel Murringes Soar Nixon’s Daughter Teaches date the,

but now gives her blessingy fo (he The state of Maryland ended its "At Mostly-Black Sehool Ceorgia .

couple. The I]Iinr{is atterney gen-  306-year-old anti-miseepenation Julie Nixon Eisenhower began  date. The

eral'’s office explained to JET that  law, and within 19 montha Tollow- praetice. leaching in a predomi-  tion toge
there is no stale statule thal ing its abnlition interracial mar- nantly-Rlark Washington, D..C. the Atk
ecither bans or sanetions such mar- riages totaled G12. During that clementary school, The President’s (AAE),

Tiages. Allho\_mh l_ho due has 4 same time span, Sidney M, Nor- 22-year-old dunghter, taking grad-  presiilent

type of “marriage license” in their  ton, director of the ITealth Depart- uate studics at Catholic University ers’ assn

ppssmninn, the state's official mar-  ment's Burcau of Vital Reenrds, to get her teaching certifiente, ns-  AAE's f

riage liernse bureau reported it said one out of every 166 mar- sists the regular second grade nereed te
haa no record of their license, & riages in the state was interracial. teacher at St. Anthony's Catholic insure fi
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—a9 .o am 3,_9_{3 o B Bobby and Joan (with thgi{ rﬁlog,
a:-n:w-m:Ecu,_z PR 4 - : satelite??)
FEE8e2S 22888 eS K :

o v
sg.g E}-_’ E.:.LE gai—'_-‘; o Bobby and Joan were married
- = in the Churech of the Holy
Apostle, April 18, 1970, Their

wedding was covered by both
Life and Post magazine,

1970 issue of Post., Jet
carried an article stating
that these 2 women have Jjust
liberated themselves by be-
coming united, _

. Bobby and Joan reside in
a small but attractive :
apartment in.upper Manhattan,
Interestingly, their inter-
view with me turned into a
serious but unheated debate
between each other.

Joan: "Everyone that read
the 1970 articles ang
saw the pictures, recog-
nized Bobby, but were
not too sure about me,"

They expected to get
crank telephone calls but
actually didn't get any

. accept for Joan's ex-

husband, He called the
very next.day to put in his
dig. ’

When they were recognized
on the street, people would
say, (a waiter in a restau-
rant,) "That was a brave
thing to do,"
"Be happy," or, "I'm glad
somebody brought it out," or .
"How has married life been?n
Bobby: "These have heen

mostly straight men,

like a giant, but she's
not. We work it out,
though...”

They knew each other
6 months before the were
Joined. They met at an
employment agency, both
looking for work, In
their wedding album,
Bobby has written, "Two
wonderful days of marital
bliss, We feel as if

welve just begun again,

We feel new with different
and deeper insight being
placed with-in our daily
routine = WE are beautiful,!

Bobby: ™We don't have dif-
ferences, We do what
has to ba said, and
that!s all there is to
it. We don't argue
much, we.have discus-
sions. We had our

The -
story came out in the April 19,-

Most would say,

O

‘

)

There have been no neg- - 3
ative remarks made, at ™k
least to our faces,n s R

Bor A

Joan: "They recognize HER- : -5;..;> ¥
but not me," g - b
-Bobby: "™ hat's because I'm '—"T-?
more distinguishable I i
quess, because I'm 3 ) ;i
buteh and so short,.” i g .
Joan: MSome people have ' o ‘

° thought that she is C"'j =5

; my son.m . QJ A
‘Bobby: nIip very short, \] i
That makes Joan look - e
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BLACK ¢

EBLACELESBIAN

What have you got to offer ua? You wonder
whers we are and we Bay right in front or you,
" You offer us Peychological rhetorie and we
glvs you feelings and emo )
charge are loud and violas
tears while we bleed,
dance for Iou but you never a

with you.
bestter whi

and the fem in
Qous blackness a

~ You never try to gae
Zlaughtar, \Whan you
" _Zblack and We fing oursely

ayou aven come t
Aretha Franklin

you, you say we're too powe
and you don't come to our
dark except in Eroups when
us (you toa) for over 300 years,
You my sister ontil

oy oppression.

i Us wheres we'va
come from,

MY LIFE AS AN ADDICT
by Ruby Watkins

Wall, my life a‘l‘-art:d. 85 ah everyday working : '

tions which you

Tou ecry dry

ke to watch us

sk us to dance
fantacize we fueck
on our backs or
mosly all dykes
utech. You use
eéxocuse more than we do and
the pain behind a1l our
Tound us you tall

es talking white ang
© our partiss bringing a 1969
when we coafront
rful to desl with
nelghborhood after

You imaging/think/
h either keeps you
miles away. You assume we are
us you try to b

.You stop participating in
Tou can't have a struggle

‘without all oppressed people--and black women,
‘particularly black lesbians,
hardsr than anyone,
jwork and will w

bhave struggled
You need us and we can
only you amccept
Te, where we

ork with you iz
been. whers we a

Margaret

-=amen_ Whan T wounld anma . home

from work. I ...

WOMEN'S STRIKE COALITION
118 EAST 28th STREET
NEWYURK,NEWYORKIMIG
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men have raped
I can't call

YAOUNpE

You hide from even me
behind shiny black vinyl
and big brassy zippers
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TWOjl: OPPRESSION / RESIsTa NCE/ LIBERAT ION

A

|We wil tinue to demand our right to exist as productive, free, equal, black,

gay beaJEifuI wamen.
racism, sexism

We are not for a second about to forgat that we are against
» and heterosexual bilas. There is a place for us in this society,

and we will proudly take it at all coats. | Bven if 1t means breaking off frem our

so-called liberal white s
brothers, so-called

we are,

isters and brothers, so-called liberal gay sisters and
liberal black sisters and brothers, Get-it-together, because

--Elandria V., Henderson

3 1977
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time. But this time instead
of submitting to the cops
gay oaeEls abuse, the gays fought back;

pulling up parking meters
and throwing rocks et the

’ = cops.
! I i e I l S versus There is friction ameng
; movements. The Gay Act-
e

ivists Alliance claim thes.
are a one+issue-organi-

/ 3zation..., GA¥I But where
// ? \ does that leave women?
/ a‘ \Women's libe=ation is often
y

geared fer white women, so

1 ﬁer‘i dees that leave :

3 : clack women? Every move-

/ lberatlon ment today, the sit-ins,
the’ pray-ins, the march-
ins, the protests..., they
have ALL followed behind
the black movement for
equal recognition and
rowar,

Not a New Idea

The women's liberation
mavement is a revival of
feminist actividy and pre-
tests that begam as early

S az 15847, 3

In colonial days, or
the frontier, a sex-basad
divisien of labor did net
impXy difference in statups
and all work was considerad
for the betterment of the
community. But as communi-
ties and homesteads became
wealthy, differences
based on Se= began to be-
come both unsqual and
oppressive.
buring world war ] and I,

dhen there was a shortage of
labor, this country was rmm-by
women with well-paying jobs,
opportunities for training and
free child care centers. -When
the war was over, however, it
became these women's'patriotic!
duty to let GI's take over
their jobs and go home to .
Gay liberation was born produce babys instead of machin
on June 28, 1969 whenm Naw e .
York police started to raid = The early women's rights
2 gay bar in the west village, movement was made up of eduncated
the Stonewall Inn. Gay bars

were frequently raided 5 (next page)
especially around election addled;z‘i'c& i 15
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ONE: LIVES AND LIFESTYLES \

L. Albertson, Chris. =€ssie. New York: Stein and Day, 1972; papertack ed. 197L, 1
A s= - e 3 5
g;;z:aafigdc::zgﬂ:iogr;pq_,- écc‘.m.ent.s t'ng lesbianism of Bessis Smith and other
Sladys Ferruss;:u :q;: .'per_urmers of ths 19295-1?35}3, such as M3 Aainer znd
el 'n']?.tnh Rug _.%“Ethmperfona_mr.‘Inc?udgs photos. Aldertsan's tzped in-
i o ﬂ}: oms 4 tonzerning Zessie Smith have been depositad at ihe
¥ Er=285 whers thay are being transcrided. 4lsg see entrv
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E ¥ towards - Brw:k ‘women, “educating’ and" - Carolyn Reed, Diane Lac-y, E‘a:ﬂ:‘Rm T
dnu._g uthmankwom-mmaﬂral‘is {ife ‘-hﬂ MWﬂml!n_fEumdl P

a-xcf helpm.g Black Fomen 'to Becomg = 5ues, and "-’“t °f that cgt ferenice can
: solidanty and mng'th “Feminisni &

I‘.h I.'ll:t t:.l.‘lf.
e i EY o umde 1and: the politieal, economic and sociaf

S butiits - m.a.ln e.m’phasss s w des’.l *mﬂl Hlack .
. women, -to make Black women’ ‘aware that there =
are alternatives. Part of their goal isto help Black -

‘women ‘who have a’ 1 tof potential, but haveu f

" Black. wumen ‘hawe pth_:cémd ideas.” ofiwhat
* ferminism, & all ahunk t.hmugh maa‘ing or hean.ug
‘about: the' ['.vhite} Twomen's movement, and. s
there is “always some ‘doubt,. umn‘ﬁ:lst heanmz
ahout N.B.F.OZ, as ta Hhe. Drgnmzatlan srelzmqr
' However, members of M.E.F.0. are ‘rying to maks .
Hlack women un'dmund the need: ruz sur;h am
orfrmtmhuu ; b -
“The weekend urDm 1,191’3 .B_F 0. h
first” Bastern reg'Jonal conference’ o, Bl;u:k femin-. |
tem at St Jobn's Cathedral; New™ Yozlr Ovwer 200~
Tlack women. attended: ti;‘he-ar Cungmsswam:m
. Shidey Chisolrr, -Human -Rights . Camms:m,np:
Eleanar Holmes- Norton- and.. other; outstanding . |
Black wamen_speai nu wh,
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M arymount,

John Jay, and the Third World

by Lucil

What do you get when cross the women’s groups at Marymount Coll~
ege and John Jay College of Criminal Justice??? ... A third world wom-
en'_s Conference? I knew it was-something I had to go to, but, was [
‘thqu world?’ I wasn't sure they'd let me in; then again, surely some
of the staff at Marymount must be planning to go to a conference their

school had organized and how many
‘third. world’ nuns did I know?

| got to the conference at 11:30.
[t had just begun. There were only
about fifty or sixty women. Not many
people seemed to know about the con-
ference. However, the small size of
the conference didn’t effect the en-
thusiasim of the women there.

The confrrence started with an
opening speech by Audre Lourde, It

then broke up into two werkshops.
The workshops were conducted on a

were : a definition of third world
women; Audre said she felt all wom-
en were third world as all women are
cutside the power structure. She said
that we are all programmed to hate

.ourselves as all minority group people

are. She feels this is the cause for
fighting amongst women. One woman
said.she felt all women were third
vorld because all women are taughe
that they can't get along without a
man. She said that although she was
black, while growing up she was al-

le Colin

One woman expressed her fear of
black women and of the conference.
Most of the women there had only
been in totally white C-R groups and
conferences. We felt the need to form
amixed C-R group. (Anyone inter-
ested call Majority Report and lsave
your name ind number: §29-9862.).

[ spoke to some women who had
never been to a conference before
and had never been involved in the
women’ s movement. It was nice that
they had come. i

The conference ended with a
social and plans for a second confer-
ence similar to this one. Sonia
Roberts, one of the women who plan-
ned the conference would like to hear

consciousness-raising basis, Some of

the things discussed in the workshops  brother.

Qnew view |

BUTCHES CORNER

There seems to be a lot of conversatien
going about, all because a new breed af fTe-
mals homasexuals have arisen becauss ef the
Womens Liberation Movement. The pesition
baing taken by older members of this chalee
==ct is that of doubt and confusion. This .
should net be. After all, the Butck is and
always will be, e=v¥en after the present fad
i=s gon=, PBecause we 211 know in our hearts
that the Butch is the real front line fight-
=r, 1 feel we should put our heads together
ané leok at this as realistically as possible

To begin, lets establish = common ground
for commmieation by first defining the word.
Boteh. A Buteh is the one that plays an
aggressive role in a relationship. She
doasn't ne=cessarily have to wear a mas—
culine attire, for we all know male elothes
doesa'™t make a person any more =skillful in
the bad, A person is entitled to whateyver
their ego deems necessary for its murvival,
therefor, some Butches find it ver{ comfd Tt A
able to wear them., From a physical peint af
view, I wounldn't advise anyone to assume
that everyone she 3ess in male elothing is
a Buteh, after all, any economically minded
housswife might wear her husbands pants if
zhe can fit inte them.~ A Butch is uwaually
v2ry stronz in mind and body, so her atride -
is strong and straight. Some people feel thi
is a feeling reserved only for men, I quess 4
bacause until now, only men were allowed to °
feel this way. A Buteh usually does mas-
euline or very obsolete jobs. Sounds funny, .
dmesntt it? Well, there ars quite a few !
determined peopls in this wo rld who would
rather, If their daylight heurs had to be
eonfining and full of questions about things |
not pertaining to their specifie task, That |
night porter is not a Butch and his job is
somewhat out of the norm, sspecially for a
middle class family bazkground. |

A Butch is a disgrace to the female gendern
Well that's very peculiar to say; afterall,
she was the first one to tell man that he
was not her whole 1life and she could live
with out him and make him understand com-
pletely what her position was and stood her
ground. There are probably many mors re-
marks that haves e¢ome out during the years
in refarence to Butehes, =send me som=.

Lets move on to a few other things
that seem to make the Butch so unpopular
%o the movement: P

ways treated differently than her

from anyoue interssted in helping
with the new one. Her number is
787—5965,

I

e
——
—

I h ‘ il

Fre= the sexual sids

BUTCH SEX PARTNER

Fer=, thers seems to be more disagreement than:
janywhere else. Mainly bacause here mors femalss

' gan move about fraely.
‘first breakdown:

NO?

There are Bcrt_chaa; and ‘there are Stons: Butches.

I- 'STONE BUTCH?®
The 3tone Butch seems %o BRave a very one—
=ided sexnal drive. IT've heard a few say that

| they ex pect Femms ta just lay back and enjey

the sexual act. All you Femms thax just lay
baek, have yom ever really sat back and trie‘d
t® find out why? Maybe she wants yox so bac
that she is afraid to impose on you for equal
enjoyment. 1 ean still remember when Butehes
though® they were the only enes that were Gay
and =o, believing that thelr semal partners
did net enjoy what they enjny=d.
Stons Butches wore dildeos, In all of my 17

y=ars as a Buteh, I san honestly say I've n=ver
seen a dilde sxcept in movies or in a joke beek,

Plus this, I was under the impressien that ene
rezieved satisfaction from contaet with their
sex object, Fonmy reeieving satisfaetion from
something bought from a storal I weuld be
more ineclined to believe that such items wwnld
be used by a person more male erientated than
a Butch, Yes? Butekes of this satagery alse,
ars suppossed to khave stretehesd their elethes
to extreme Iengths., Well new, I'm inelined teo
believe that if this were possible, 2 woman

‘could eliminate all sexual eontaet with another.

They eomld simply streteh their own, As for
that wale erganizs thay ssmetimes poszaszx,
there are seientifie studies te prove that
transvestites are uszally heteresexnal onee
they find out what sex they beleng te.

2- TBUTCEH'

Now wa get te the ones that ars the _rea.l
vietims of camtroverses,che pla—:inéaordinary
Butck who walks the street evergh y In =
ve_ri casual manmer, Yeu know, the ene yeu
walkad acress the street frcl;lbugsu 1;0

=s her would Nave egaused 2 seTts_©
g-blela for your mind and bedy. Well,

9/ SOME WHITE WOMEN HAVE A TENDENCY

* =TO THINK ALL BLACK WOMEN ARE BUTCHES

O NOT REALIZING THEY HAD TO FIGHT HARD
ER TO SURVIVE.

™ I've heard it said that she
is just trying te be a Butch
beeause some man has done har

Now we will taks the

wreng; ysu knew, she was Tape
by her father er azomething

like that., I wendar what hap-
pened to all these that weren
Abuse by the epposite sex isn
the main reazen fer Put dkfam,
Heawen knows if it were, ther
would be many mere than there
are, You remembier that famous
=aying, 'A Butch wants a
meother, se she goes with
mastherly Images,' WOW, that
one real¥y gets it. I can'®
remember when my mether lsmk-
ed Iike some of the girls
Iftye had. A= a matier of fact
I den't balieva she sver has,
bedause of the hurting she
pot on my rear-end fsr always
playing with the fellas, T
remsmber the ether girls in
the n=ighborheed always
thought that I was giving a-
way muche sex beeause the
fellas always came to me when
they had newhere to go and
wanted te be fwee and real.
Come te think of it, I jus®
interfersd with anether myth
that one about the fellas
net wanting to assoeiats with
ar date m=. I'm just az pep-
zlar now as I was tham and
will always be if my persan-
ality stayzs the same,

Gesd at sperts? Well new,

during wy High Scheel

y=ars thers was thisz gi-l
that always managed ts bBeal
m=. When I =aw her net tee
leng age, (and shs i=
still beating me,) she has
six ehildren and she mar-
ried the star of th= male
basket ball team,

Well all-in-all, I
quess you just have te
take second best some-
times. T say it sineersly
becausze I den't beliavs
¥hat I eould contrel six
children and a man. One
would really have to ge.

by Donella Stanley (Donnie)

Send replys to Donella c/-
Sisters For Liberatiom
P.0. Dex 263 Bklwvn 11217

- L



AN INDEPENDENT MONMTHLY MAGAZINE FOR
1974. Springfield, MA by the

1t is the purpose of this
magazines to summon our strengtias and talent, and mov-
forward as a power ful unit. Through the magazine,

we hope to facilitate the sharing of thoughts, needs,
problems, possible solutions, and goals of Black womei.
Our magazine is offered as a resource to increase our
strength and solidarity, and to develop a new anc
richer appreciation of ourselves and our sisters.

Ss BLACK WOMEN’S LOG:
AND BY BLACK WOMEN.
Sisterhood Alliance.

flew York: Random House, 137Lg
=

éf. Angelou, ‘Maya. Gather Together in My Name.
Bantam, 1575.%

story cf two lesbians who lived te-

Maya jeins in business with them but

I1llustrates Black attitudes towards lesbians.

Maya continues her autobiography. Includes
- gether and worked as prostitotes in 19L0s.
is often derrogatory of them.
Especially chapters 11, 12, and 13.

»

JL.'NE.]Q_T:; '¢ £
- THE SHY
- HOMOSEXUAL [
-~ WOMAN -
_ MY MOTHER Mo s
~ MARZIED A MONSTER R
He blzclkmailed Y
dnto having sex with him -

~
et

‘. Poied by model

CLAUDETTE JOHNSON

1974 - 19475
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cozry Melbourne living' room. The howse B mock
colonial with two cumquat trees in ‘tubs on the patia,
Mugs of coffes are being handed around, low tempo rock
music flls the gaps in the small talk. A large fermale dog
called Horace sprawls on  the carpet. It could be a
diseussion group, a committes meeting, a mothers’ club. It
{ is, in fact, a social night for homosexual women.
.‘{ Thers ean be no generalizations abour their appearance,
“They are a varied @ any gathering of women in any other
house in Melbourne that evening,

And that is the whole paint. Thers is not a single & |
radical, liberated, aggressive butch amang them. They are
the proverbial silent majority of Leshianism; ordinary
women with almost nothing in commen except their

9’ weference for relationships — sexual and otherwise — with

They are part of a group, purposely without a name
and without a structure, which has been meeting in
Melbourne for the past six months under the guiding hand
of Claudia. a small, thin-waisted, long-haired girl, crisp and
petite and gentle, Every mum's dresm is Claudia. Except
that she loves and lives with Helen and won't pretend
otherwise.

know from experience that there are hundreds of
women wno are in their 20s and 30s — perhaps even older
— before they can admit to themselves that they are
homosexual and who are full of fear and confusion until
they can talk it out with someone,” Claudia said.
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BLACK LESBIAN
SPEAKS OUT

You are supposed to be able to protect yourself. But I did it,

and | went to jail,
not because I'm
just Jane Doe
walking down the
streat, but because
I'm Black and
I'm a gay,
that's
right,
and a
woman.

In Datroll, Cynthia Rog

ers and Deborsh Posey, two

Black gay women, have been charged with fslonious assault

for defending themssives against physical attack,

{See

October 15-Novembar 14, 1977, lasue of the “Tarch/La An.
torcha.”) The Revolutionary Socialist League has launched
the Gay Rights Detense Committes to build support for

these women.
Deborah Posey.
Tarch/La Antorcha: What
do you think are the basic
'ssues behing the atiack on
you and Cynthia?
Daborah: This Is a case of
antl-gays attacking gays.

Below wa ars printing an Interview with

Torch/La Antorcha: Are
attacka llke thizs common?
How aften are gay frinnds of
yours harassad?

Deborah: Evary day

Torch/La Antorcha: What

forma do these attacks taks?
Deborah: Al diffarant
kinds. Lanclord-tenant dis-
putes ara comman; confron-
tatlons with tha police: on-
the-job harassment. Soclety
In general seems like II's
down on gay peaple.
Torch/La Antorcha: You

and Cynthla are fighting
back agalnst this harags.

ment. What stfect do you
think 1t's going to have?
Deborah: What | basically

BLACK LESBIAN

hepe lor It to do Is to make
g3y people start fighting
back against this kind of
stuff. What | hope to accom-
plish Is to bring gays to-
gether and make them re-
ailze that we can't do it our-
selves, I's a whole class of
people that's gat ta get le-
gether to Kght this kind of
thing

Terch/la  Antorcha: A
whaole class—what do you
mean by that?

Debarah: Working-class
people, all the people that
are oppressed. Because |
werTe separated, we're just
one small group trying te
buck the systemn.

Torch/La Antorcha: What
Is the reaction of the pollice
and the |udge to the fact that
¥ou are gay?

Deborah: From the begin-
ning, the way the police
handled the situation was
what caused It to ga as far as
It did, because they refusec
tc prosecute a straight per-
sen for attacking a gay
parscn. And at the time of
our arrest, the verbal h
ment that we got from the
Police officers was just asi-
nine, Asking my aunt, was
she tunny too? Ang making
the statement that gay peo-
Die are always causing trou-
ble. And that you shouldn't
let people know your busi-
ness, because then you
wouldn't have this kind of
troutle. In other words, keep
your shit hid In the base-
ment.

Torch/La Amorcha; Did
they tell you straight-out
tnat they wouldn't prosecute
the cther pecpia?

Ceborah: Yes.

They told

1977
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COME TO: Central Park
DATE: August 21, 1977 #* Sunday
TIME: 3 PM

DIRECTIONS: We will assemble between 2 & 3 PM
on the northwest corner of
o6th Street and Sth Avenue.
Then we will proceed Lo the

workshop sites,

TSN and \nfa :- camdy (212) days FL 1-1200 ext. 177
FE - eves, 583-8173 -

berni (212) 881-2275 eves,

QR
SEE YOU THEARE I!11] /
raindate: August 2B, 1977 % Sunday
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We are locking for materia.
from Lesbians from all dif.
ferent ethnic groups. How

you as an individual Lesbian,
and how other Lesbians in your
ethnic group relate to Lesbian
issues and the rest of life, How
your ongins and the politics and
aesthetic of your ethnic grour
shapé your consciousness

We hope that Dykes whao identity
with this will write about any aspedi
of their lives which expresses their
experience of being an ethnic Dyks.

e are locking for graphic as well

as written material We pay for

everything that we print

Deadline: January 30 1977
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In the April, 1974 issue of Ebony magazine, in an
article entitled "“Has The Sexual Revolution Bypass-- -

" ed Blacks?’* Dr. Robert Staples stated: .

""One of the effects of the sexual revolution is the in-

crease in “visible’ homosexuality. It is one area of the

changing sexual values that has significant black par-

ticipation. However, the increase in pecple 2s5uming

overt gay life styles islargely confined to black males **
this prefaces his later statement which reads:

““Despite a black male shortage, relatively. few black

women have joined the community of overt lesbians,
But since fernale homosexuals are not as visible as male

. homosexuals, the number of black lesbians is difficult

47 to determine. Like the black male homosexual, many

black lesbians are deeply involved in the white homo-

sexual community.

What concerns us is that in this piece, Dr. Staples
makes three valid, but albeit, naked points: £1) that
there are relatively few overt Black lesbians, (2) that
that number is difficult to determine, and (3) that of

those who do exist overtly, many are “deeply involy-
ed in the white homosexual community,*’

7—When | first encouyntered Dr. Staples statements in
that issue of Ebony\] was enraged. | was then, and
remain now, an overt Black lesbian of the many with
whom | associate; | took personal exceptior to his un-
substantiated claim that'in their smallness of num-

. ber, the countable majority of Black lesbians were
attached to the white homasexual community.

To me, this was not true. If anything, the majarity-
 of overt Black lesbians were not even susceptible to a
~  counting, not withstanding being categerically mis-
“% . placed. However, my belief that indisposed numbers
= of overt sisters do exist was a moat point if nope

came forward™So, | sat and wrote the *letters edi-
tor' at Ebony a firey self-proclamation,

" I'wanted the public to be given the chance to con-
sider that one sister, perhaps of many, did not want
or need the association with group gays, nor the ap-
parant approbation of such an identity. In addition to
which, I wanted it understood that Dr. Staples’ art-
icle was numerically negating, and categorically mis-
placing the lives of many sisters, (and brothers), yet
unspoken, unspoken for good reasan.

Those reasons hinge primarily on the occasion for
Dr. Staples’ article, It came, of course, as a pulse
beat of the changing sexual attitudes and mares in
our country. Yet, where homosexuality is concerned,
Dr. Staples’ article represents what appears taha s
thought of both the white 2= =" . . "y}
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{Re=typed by JR Roberts and Chris (;zern‘-.k._. Juigsli;iégizﬁ‘jofen.a i
hoto-copy of the original manuscript, wh:.:;h g s
ey inal photo-copy is on file at t_.he Archive o i
?Flgc atf the University of Wyoming, Box 3334, Laramie,

g;gnl:y Write for permission to guote or reprint.)

y
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DOUBLE INDEMNITY

The Negro Lesbian In The
"Straight" White World

>
Hazel Crawley [1923-1978] A

Hazel Crawley was an African American Lesbian.

She lived in Brooklyn, New York where she worked .
as a writer, performer, and craftsperson. Her

pubiilbedwarbmdphnmgmphs of her are in the

Lesbian Herstory Aschives Collection.

Copyright 1991 Lesbinn Herstory Educational Poundation, Ine.
PO Bax 1258, New York , NY e 212-874-7232
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LACK LESBIANS

B /’-__—/ - .
n Annotated gibliography

compiled bY J R Roberts

with 20 illustrations
ex,Sources,Orgam?.a i
LC 81-80662

Appendix‘ Ind
ISEN 0-9300411»21 5

$5.95 $8.00

individuals

partial List of Contents
estyles — Oppression _ Resistance
M d Musicians —

Lives and Lif
and Liberation — usic an

Periodica\s
r anybOdy-—B'-ack or white, male of fernalée, homophomc of
d other Lesbians of color. This pibliography
his country, pamcular!y
m and

arder Now fol
Black Lesbians an
e in every liprary in t
en's studies progra!
shou!

\}é it will De 3@ great deal h
racist—10 claim that ihere are no
uts that lie 10 rest. This book should be availabl
those in Black communities- should be in the library of every wom
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the Flanning Stage of this. confarence

need your interest, skills, ideas, time
and money., e invite you to contribute
articles, workskills, Photography or to
facilitate a workshop.,
For further info tion, please contact
Elizabeth 653-1991 or Ammah ' 654-5349
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TANUARY 1980

WEST SIDE DIdLuLIUn unuw
i . .one of the oldest and largest yay
.. organizations in the US. Est. 1956

- 26 NINTH AVENUE (at 14th Street)
" "*See MAIL Address inside,

west side women
By GINNY

Gay Women's West
most stimulating and controversial evenings
in recent memory on November 6 when Betty

Powell and Gwendolyn Weindling ‘joined us

for a discussion on "Racism in the Lesbian
Community." I believe it is safe to say
that no one walked out of that discussion
with a neutral feeling about the experi-
ence. ’

The purpose of the discussion was pre-
sented as an effort to opén a dialogue be-

tw=en Third World and white- leabians. - This -
I felr:

white women who partici-

objective was only partly realized.
that -many of the
pated were intimidated by the righteous an-
ger expressed by our Third World sisters.
This feeling of intimidation led to anger
on the part of socaz womEn who felt that
Betty and Gwendolyn were interested only in

Side had one of the

women we share

white women presant (mysslf included) to
challenge the assumptiona and assertlons of
our Third World sisters. For that reason I
feel responsibility for the lack of dia-
logua muat be shared by everyone. _
The second polnt I wish to raise with my
Third World sisters is that while I under-
stand their anger from both an historic and
contemporary perspective, I question wheth-
er it is appropriate or constructive to fo-
cus it on white lesbians. After all, as
many, though clearly not
all, of the oppressions perpetrated by the
straight, white, male power structure. In

- short, we have more in common as women- than
. wa have ‘differences based on race or eth-
nicity. .We clearly  have much to' gain by

poaling our enargy, talents ‘and id=as and.
much to loase  1f we fall -into the age-old
divide and conquer trap. . ’ =
Each woman who reads this column will
respond in her own way based on her indi-
vidual experiences and beliefs; whether you

their own agenda and did not wish to engage agree or disagree I hope you will join us
fn a true dialogue. Anger can be a con- if we are able to present "Racism in the
structive emotlon. However, 1 saw little Lesbian Community, Part 2" in January or
inclination on - the part of many of the February.

west side women

Thagksgiving festivities,

January 22 Gwendolyn Weindling (and

By GINNY ;
perhaps another co-leader) will join me for
LL r]
In this flrst West Sider of the new year parﬁ 2 of "Racism in the Lesbian Commumi-
and decade, I'd like to mentfon some of the ty."” Based on the reactions te the begin-

ning of our dialogue on this lssue, I'm
sure & great many women will join us this
evening 2s we move the discussion to a much

special evenlngs women have shared at WSDG
recently and those we're looking toward.

Our Halloween Party and Thanksgiving
‘Dinner-Dance both continued well {into the “dgeper level this time around.
evening--a sign of the good time we all If you 1like to party--and don't we all
had. While many women are to be thanked at least once in a while--keep February 12
for their work and participation in these open. We're planning a Valentine's Day So-
events, I'd like to give a special thank- cial; Fran, who kept us dancing all night

you to Sam and Dennis of MCC, who were ex- at our

; our DJ -
eeptionally gracious and helpful with the again. }

last two partiles, will be

1986 and beyond



NATIONAL BLACK LESBIAN CONEE

From October. 17th o 19¢h, 1980
hundred black lesbians from efght differ—
BRC STates mer ar the.San
en's building for the Firs
Conference. :

Francisco Wom~
t Black Lesbian
. Becoming Visihle was the
theme of this gathering, which focused on
the Western regional states.
ence Commirtee, ‘2ighe incredibly dedicated
women, held henefirs and mer regularly for
nearly a year to plan chis landmark ' event.
They did a magnificent job.
Was extremely well erganized, from the
shuttles meeting women at the airpart
(some run by gay men), to the on-site p
child care and vegetarian lunch, provided
by non-black women, the striking confer-
ence posters and T-shirts, sold in the
vendors area, -and the hospitable housing,
Saturday mornidg, in addition to. the
two excellen: keynote speakers listed on
the attractive PTOETams, an extra treat ;
was the appearance of Angela Davis. From
all three addresses, and the workshaps
which folleowed, several impertant themes
emerged which participants gave a great
deal of.cthought and discussion. :
d One was the concept of internalized
racism, and how it has kept us from res-
pecting curselves and each other. The
significance of class differences was
another. Heavily str25SEd'we;e the dan-
gers of a compartmentalized self-fmage
(seeing oneself as primarily black, female
or leshian, and not as a whole person).
While a stromg call was made for unity
among ocurselves, sugpestions were.also
offered for utilizing other crganizations.
Becoming Visible came to mean now

only our
visibiliey to athe);s,

but also to each.
ovher, through nerworking withia the
black leshkian commumity.

A total of twenty-cme worthkshops
covered relationships, family, healtrh
‘the arts, employment, and policies,
Seme whick drew especially Targe furnouts.
were Interracial Relationships, Black -
Women and Feminism, and How to Survive
in Predominantly White Organizat iens.

The acmosphere in all of them was support-
-ive, positive, and respectful of differ=" " —
ences, providing safery fer a surprising
degree of personal opennmess. (Also surw
prising was the diversity of the partic-
ipants' abilities-—giving the impression
that the skills o do any and everything
were right in tha: B-.;lildin;-_,:'

¥ | [ v S Y " 3
P I I din 1fea
P4 N,' / wal T, W &

et ¥&
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The Confer— - -

Everything me to artend.” Philadelphia area bi:

"S. Keeping The Faith. (a: tho

vrday night's entercainmen
disperse the general high. Th

vas pacient, and the poetry Ao
da:ines_ of Lambert Van Buuren andMarche

Bf11,"and music of Gwen Avery
"'Casselberry and Dupree were

waiting for: B B

I.am very grateful to all’aZ

- EToups who helped make it possihT

I

- lesbians who couldn't make it ¢
Francisco weekend——your.c hapte 1
around the cormer. . January 16th to
the Eastern Regional Black Leskiaz
‘ence will take place in New York:

© miss de!, V. ... WL

THE ZASTERN RECIONAL BEACK LESBIAN
COFFEAENCE fopem to =il wemen)t will, B
Agid Jonuary 15-18, 1031 fn XX Wei
CVOEW Comfarence,: &/ Johmaon, 72- Iy
dlst dve., Apt. D43, Jacksen Heighty
FI L1337, Reqiazmlg':&?n, i at dﬂn-. =

{Editor’'s Noce: Becky Birtha and
Glovaomi's Roow (12th & Pine) ace
Preparing x boaklisc of black ‘and’
third world marerials curzeccly
(avatlable for mid-Jamuary publics
tdgn, ) - 3

BIBLIOGRAPHY ON BLACK WOMEN

1. The Black Woman R

edited by Toni Cade (Barbara)

2. Tomorrow's Tomerrow: The Black
by Joyce Ladner . R

3. Beautiful Alsc Are the Soul .of.

"Black Sisters R - P

by Jeanne 'Habl'el :

4. Together Black Women- 5

' by Inez Smith Reid foe

5. American Black Women .in the Art

Secial Sciences (bibliography)—
“-edited by Ora Willfams -

6. Images of Afro-American Women (
sraphy) - TR

edited by L.M. CoIlins.

7. Black Women's Studies” Z

(Fortheoming from: the Feminist Pressj

edited .5y B. Smith and C Hu
8. ~Black—Eyed-Stsan 5 and-Midmigh
Blrds e eii L om ¥

by Mary Eelen Washing

black wemen’s poetr:
edited by Par Crufchfie
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" Committee for the Visibility
¥ ofthe Other Black Woman:

Black Lesbian

3

The

PRESENTS A BENEFIT FOR

BECOMING VISIBLE

THE BLACK LESBIAN CONFERENCE
OCTOBER 1980

Conflicts In The Black Lesbian Community

Afro American Lesbian\and the Afro

CROSS CULTURAL CONFLICTS: rc
(Carribean Lesbian Woman _
ge Degreed Lesbiar\ and the non-Degreed or Self Taught

CLASSISM The Colle
Lesbian,

AGEISM:  Older Lesbians and Younger Lovers.

gers-Dykes, Lesbians, Femmes, Sooners, and Women

IDENTITIES: Bulida
. Identif?ed Women.

May 31 7:00PMm
DOWNTOWN BROOKLYN

50 Monroe Place, on corner of Pierrepont Street

2345 Trains to Boro Hall or A Trainto High Street

DONATION $ 5.00

First Unitarian Church

WOMEN ONLY
FOR INFO CONTACT: L. PINSON (212) 982 - §280
J. GRAY (212) 860- 4935
G. BROOKS  (201) 795 - 1791
vy .
C/0 BROOKS, P.0. BOX M564, HOBOKEN, N.J. 07030
J. GRAY 212 860-4936, G. BROOKS 201 795-1794

L. PINSON 212 982-6280,

BLACK WOMEN IN THE MIDDLE WEST: THE PAST OF THE FUTURE
A DOCUMENTARY HERITAGE PROJECT PROGRESS REPORTS.
Progress reports of the Black Women
of Purdue University
The

.
ne Clark Hine.

1984-1985.

in the Middle West project

launched by Professor Darle

effort resulted in a book entitled, When the Truth

is Told: A History of Black Women’s Culture and

Community in Indiana 1875-1950, which is available

for 5 from: Indiana Historical Bureau, 140 M.
Room 408, Indianapolis, IN 45204.

1486 and beyond...



BlaCK lesBlan study GRroup

FOR WOMEN OF COLOR ,29

-]
: rchives
At the Lesbian Herstory A 6)*
: at 6:30P M. 4
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Olive Demetrius, Director and Producer, is Co-Director of U-People.
She has worked for the Lucy Awards program that recognizes

outstanding achievements in photography. Her work includes

conducting interviews of outstanding individuals such

as lerry
Schatzberg,

Susan Calhoun-Moss, Charlie Moss, Barney Meisky all to
honor advertising legend Howard Zeiff. As a part of a program which
National Black Programming Consortium and LOGO MTV Networks
have teamed up to provide, Olive Demetrius has been provided the
opportunity to assist the production and creative departments at
LOGO. There she has served as camera operator for the New Now
Next shoot featuring Annie Lenox, The Big Gay Sketch Show and 3

Cadillac promo. Olive Demetrius’ work in documentary includes
shooting on location in Caracas, Venezuela during the filming of

Bringing Venezuela Back. This piece focused on the World Festival of

Youth and Students. Her work has been screened throughout New

York City at Brecht Forum, The Cantor Film Center, and MNN.

‘anika Harbor

Vebsite: www.tanikaharbor.com -

'art Actress/Part Goddess/Healer/Poet/Activist, this visionary artist
tudied Theater and Africana Studies in undergrad, where her work,
ioth as performer/writer were infused with "Art as Activism for Social
-hange and Empowerment.” She went on to pursue her Master of Fine
wrts in Acting. Her work is now layered with themes/issues related to
lace, Gender, Womanist thought, LGBT issues, & the Spiritual duality of
slack Womyn's Sexuality. After a long sebbatical, she is happy to be
eturning home to Art and currently working on her one-woman show,
'ntitled, "Make Me Wanna Holla'/Re-writing an Obituary" and a piece
:ntitled, "They told me Heaven wasn't for Homos"

KAZ...Comedian/Dancer and Community Activist, New York KAZ delivers
her positive messages through art, as she is also serves as the Director
of Circle of Voices Inc. She will be the opening act for DC- Black Pride’s
Sophisticated Ladies Productions Host party Memorial Day Weekend
2010. Kaz performed her comedy routine “Let’s Talk 40 & more... at
“Women'’s Week 2009 in Provincetown, MA, and designed the set for
“The Family” (written & produced by Ms. Mistah Productions) a play
about a Non-Conventional family at The Producers Club, New

York, December 2009. She has served on the Board of Directors for
Black Pride NYC, Brooklyn Pride, Brooklyn Community Pride Center and
was requested to serve as Co-Chair of Economic Development for the
former Manhattan Borough President C. Virginia Field’s LGBT Advisory
Committee. Circle of Voices Inc. is a LGBT- all orientations arts
presentational organization.

www.circleofvoicesinc.org or www.facebook/circleofvoicesinc.com
Bookings: www.facebook/nvkaz.com
250
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Vill. The Archives & LLAGS & Thank yousss.

A Brief History

In 1972, a group of women and men including Joan Nestle, mostly gay,
who worked or had been educated in the City University of New York and
had participated in the liberation movements of the 1960s, founded the

‘5 HERSTOBY _ - Gay Academic Union (GAU). Dedicated to representing the concerns of

‘lesbian and gay students, teachers, and workers, GAU also launched

| LESBIAN

_ projects to ensure gay inclusion in course content. At the first conference

é-‘» -of the organization, a bomb threat emptied the auditorium, but the
‘i conference continued.

Later in 1974, a larger group of women started meeting on a regular basis
to work out the deeper vision of this undertaking. One of the first tasks the
group undertook was to send off a news release to all of the then existing
lesbian, feminist and gay publications announcing the groundbreaking
undertaking. This was a testing of the waters, to see if the community

shared in our vision. The answer was "yes", and in the next year, 1975,
LHA published its first free newsletter.

As was common in the early 1970s, after a year of working together,
several of the women decided they needed a separate meeting space to
discuss sexism in the organization, among other things. Two
consciousness- raising groups were formed and one of them, which
included Joan Nestle and Deborah Edel, became the founding site of the
Lesbian Herstory Archives. At cne meeting in 1974, Julia Stanley and
Joan Nestle, who had come out before the Gay Liberation Movement,
talked about the precariousness of lesbian culture and how so much of
our past culture was seen only through patriarchal eyes. Deborah Edel,
Sahli Cavallo and Pamela Oline, with histories ranging from lesbian-
feminism to political lesbianism, joined in and, thus, a new concept was
born - a grassroots Lesbian archives.

In Amerika they Call Us Dykes:
Lesbian Lives in the 1970s

Spring Series & Fall Festival
In recognition of this momentous decade, the Center for
Lesbian and Gay Studies (CLAGS) will be holding a weekend

long event/conference/ festival of lesbian history, culture, arts,
scholarship, discussion, and performance from Friday,

October 8 to Sunday, October 10th. The event will call upon E\]b Ou:i‘ H o,(z(l
experience, memory, and scholarship to represent as fully as
possible the broad and wide experience of lesbians during the

1970s. \h o
CLAGS Lesbians in the 70s Series will: - WW- Q? . at%

» Introduce and educate a broader audience about a

cruciai aspect of post-war American history. M\’W‘ C\ﬂ e =
* Cemmemorate and illuminate the contributions of -

lesbians in the 1970s whose wark was instrumental
in the development of a modern feminist and LGBT
identity.

 Nurture current historical research on women and
Lesbianism during this particular era.

* Engage current multidisciplinary scholars of the
1970s, lesbianism, and feminism.

* Create an original anthology of older work and new

. scholarly and creative work on lesbian lives in the

1970s and now.
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J,Q}"L%\\W—”‘\ S_haw.n(ta) Smith is an Archr\{rst, and Young Adult Reference a
i g W

‘ v ‘)A-L Central Branch, is a Coordinator at the Lesbian Herstory Archives, —
" % Ao AV andis WebAdministrator at the Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies
wrt ‘Dr._a_

O\ «t (CLAGS) at the CUNY Graduate Center. 5850
” M k..o P}-’ . \# J
\\M e Smith finds equilibrium as a producer and collective member of o e
\J\P% \{“L R, Rivers of Honey, a women and trans-of-color monthly Cabaret at S

- M{D WOW Cafe Theater. Smith is also a blogger and creative writer, 0672@
currently working on commissions about Librarianship, Suecem i

\L,u\d'“}& B %)‘"\\ Archiving, and Lesbian Young Adult Fiction QME et Arnp /
/KPJ:\'\U‘ Before obtaining her Bachelor's degree, Smith was co-founder and

" Director of award-winning organization, Sister Outsider, (2000-
-2005), named for Audre Lorde’s book of essays and poem, a
collective organization that employed self-supporting young women
to develop social justice projects and eam living wages in East
Flatbush Brooklyn.; was a founding member of FIERCE, a lesbian,
bisexual, gay, and transsexua| youth activist organization in NYC;
and was founding member of YA-YA Network, a network for NYC-
based youth organizations.
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